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 COVID-19 GUIDANCE FOR CHURCHILL CARLING DAYCARE- 
UPDATED JANUARY 25, 2023
Based on advice from the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health (OCMOH), and in alignment with community measures, the province is returning child care programs to a more normal learning environment, while maintaining protective measures — like rapid tests, ventilation improvements, screening and continued access to free PPE for children and staff/providers.  With CCDC being a licensed childcare facility we are governed by Ottawa Public Health’s policies and guidance but can go up and above the minimum requirements which we have done to ensure the health and safety of the children and staff in our care as you’ll read below.
MASKING AND STAFF PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

In alignment with community masking requirements, masks and eye protection will no longer be required for staff, providers or any other individual (including children) at CCDC starting March 21st, 2022 with the exception of:

· Asymptomatic individuals (over 2 years of age) who are close contacts of a positive case of COVID -19 in the community will need wear a well fitted mask in all public settings for 10 days during the self monitoring period. 

· A child (over 2 years old) or staff member that become symptomatic while in attendance will need to wear a well-fitting mask until they are able to leave the daycare. 
· Any parent, staff or child (over 2 years old) that had a positive test result for Covid will be required to wear a mask indoors up until Day 10 of either testing positive or when symptoms began.

As some children, staff/visitors may choose to continue to wear masks or eye protection; masks and shields will still be provided for their comfort.  It is strongly recommended that all individuals age 2 or older wear a well-fitted mask in indoor public settings. This includes school and child care due to the additional risk of Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) and influenza.
HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES
Since all new or worsening symptom exclusions still apply, please do not give Advil/Tylenol in the morning for any reason (feels warm, cranky, teething, etc) 
All parents/guardians are still asked to complete the online screening tool on the Ontario website at https://www.ontario.ca/school-screening CCDC staff, visitors and students will use the online Screening Tool for Workplace prior to arrival at the daycare.  Proof of completion is no longer needed upon arrival. Any staff, child or parent should not enter the daycare if experiencing any signs of illness.
SCREENING RESULTS

If your child is ill with or without needing rapid testing, you must inform the daycare either by email, Seesaw message to staff or phone call the morning so we are well aware of any absentee.

The screening results regarding each and every symptom possible still state that any symptom requires that the child remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours with symptom/s improving without pain/fever medication.  It is 48 hours symptom free minimum exclusion for gastro symptoms that include nausea, diarrhea or vomiting.
MANAGEMENT OF CHILD(REN) AND STAFF WITH COVID-19 SYMPTOMS AND RAPID ANTIGEN TESTING
1. Child and/or staff with symptoms while in attendance:

· Symptomatic child(ren) and staff must be immediately separated from others in a supervised area (office) until they are able to leave the childcare centre.
· Parent/guardian will be notified to come pick up the child(ren) as soon as possible.  
· Staff, where possible, should maintain a distance of at least 2 meters while supervising the ill child. Appropriate PPE (mask and eye protection) will be worn by the staff member supervising the ill child. If tolerated and the child is over age 2, the child should wear a medical mask.   CCDC has child-sized disposable face masks.  

· Environmental cleaning and disinfecting of the space in which the child was separated should be conducted immediately after the child has been picked up. 

· Staff/students/volunteers that develop symptoms during a shift must be separated from others, wash their hands and continue to wear a surgical/procedure face mask until they can leave the childcare facility.

2. Child and/or staff who are symptomatic with only one minor symptom (sore throat, headache, fatigue, runny nose or congestion, aches and pains or GI symptoms):

The symptomatic child and/or staff member’s return to the centre will be based on CCDC’s usual policy and procedure (e.g., 24 hours symptom-free without fever-reducing medication, or 48 hours after resolution of vomiting and/or diarrhea). Residual nose running can warrant a return to daycare as long as the child’s nose does not need to be wiped more than once an hour.  

3. Child and/or staff who are symptomatic with two minor symptoms (Tier Two) (listed above) or one of the more serious COVID symptoms (fever/chills, cough, shortness of breath     or decrease in taste or smell) (Tier One):
The symptomatic child and/or staff member will need to complete one negative rapid test. Since the validity of RAT tests are questionable, please test your child when their symptoms are at their worst.  Their return to the centre will be based on CCDC’s usual policy and procedure (e.g., 24 hours symptom-free without fever-reducing medication, or 48 hours after resolution of vomiting and/or diarrhea). Residual minor cough or nose running can warrant a return to daycare as long as the child’s nose does not need to be wiped more than once an hour.  
4. Child and/or staff who have a positive COVID-19 RAT test result:

· The child and/or staff with a positive COVID-19 rapid test should self-isolate and not attend the centre. Please refer to the Self-isolation Instructions on OPH’s website.  
· Notify CCDC of the positive result. 
· The positive child or staff will need to isolate for five days since the onset of symptoms or since the day of testing positive.
· Positive children over 2 years of age, will need wear a well fitted mask at daycare and in all public settings for 10 days since testing positive or the onset of symptoms whichever came first.
5. Family member who tests positive for COVID-19: Should an immediate family member of a child or staff test positive for COVID-19, the child or staff will need to isolate for five days and test before returning to daycare the morning of.  A well fitted mask will need to be worn by the positive family member for ten days after testing positive or having symptoms.
CLEANING AND DISINFECTING

Clean and disinfect high touch surfaces will continue.  High touch areas include but are not limited to washrooms (toilet fixtures, faucets), eating areas (tables, sinks, countertops), doorknobs, railings, light switches and lower levels of the walls that the children tend to touch.  Soap and water, Lysol wipes and a 1:1000 mix of bleach to water will be used.

· Toys and equipment will be cleaned and disinfected as needed
· Mouthed toys will be cleaned and disinfected immediately after the child is finished using it.
· Clean and disinfect ill children’s cots when excluded from the centre and launder sheets and blankets when sickness arises. Sheets will be washed weekly.

· The use of sensory materials (e.g., playdough, water, sand, etc) will be added into programs and all children using these activities will be advised to wash their hands before and after use.

· Enhance hand hygiene practices for both staff and children.  Signage is posted to encourage proper hand washing in all programs.

· Each program will keep a log to track and demonstrate cleaning schedules are being performed and signed off on.  
· A focus on proper hand hygiene before and after using shared play structures will be advised as well as respiratory etiquette.
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